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I am excited about the I-search process because I can see how it can become empowering for students.  It supports all that I have learned in my gifted endorsement classes.  Allowing students a choice is critical but something as teachers we seldom allow.  Showing students where they are on Bloom’s taxonomy can be eye-opening for students who feel like they “can’t do”. It teaches higher-order thinking skills. Through journaling, as a teacher you get an insight into their thinking which happens so rarely in our “normal” assignments.  It is a refreshing approach to a critical activity that students complete throughout their educational career.


My media specialist and I will be job sharing next year if all goes as planned.  A goal that we have set is to convince teachers to allow students to choose their own research topic.  It currently happens in only one class. However, we are making progress.  To make a long story short- the eighth grade completed an integrated LA/Social Studies research paper this past fall.  The goal was to teach all students how to write a research paper and to allow the students in the gifted program to already have their paper written for the required Social Studies Fair.  The teachers wrote the questions and differentiated them based on student’s ability and assigned them to the students.  The Seventh grade students in the gifted program selected their own topics knowing it was for the Social Studies Fair (this is the one class that the teacher gives student choice in selecting topics).  At the school-wide fair where the seventh and eighth graders competed against each other, the contrast was startling.  For one thing, the majority of the questions they eighth grade teachers had created were in the history division.  So we had forty seven students competing for two places.  Other categories had only one to six entries all competing for two places.  Also, the majority of the winners were seventh grade students.  Their self- selected questions and research was heads above the eighth grade work.  Having taught the majority of the students I can tell you from a teacher’s stand point, this was not due to ability!!  It was a direct result of the students selecting their own questions and being able to create a more critical-thinking piece of work rather than a report.  Needless to say, all of the eighth grade teachers involved “saw the light”, and vowed next year will be different!

The journaling and deriving the questions is the part of the process that I think the teacher can really reach a student.  So many students feel like they “can’t do”.  They find success elusive.  But by working with them to find essential questions you are teaching higher-order thinking skills. As you show their progression up Bloom’s taxonomy they realize “they can do”! This can be so empowering for a student who feels that they have been passed along.  A little bit of confidence can go a long way!!! So many of our assignments are looking for specific answers, but with the journal you are looking for their thinking.  It forces them to reflect on what they have read, not just regurgitate it. I am a big proponent of the teaching kids to “think”.  As educators, I feel this is something we often do a poor job. 

What do I think will hamper my ability to sell the I-search process?  The time factor involved for teachers.  Many of the middle school Language Arts teachers have 80-90 students.  I know up front if I ask them to read that many journals and conference repeatedly with that many students, I will not get that much cooperation.  So I am going through the back door.  I am working with the special education teachers.  Most collaborate with the regular Language Arts teachers and have one small resource class of their own.  I am currently talking with two teachers who would like to try it with their resource classes.  I think when they find it successful they will take it to their collaborative classes.  That will allow the Language Arts teachers to learn the process and want to try it with their other classes.  As a media specialist I will be working with them and helping with the feed back and conferencing with the student.  I think it will definitely grow and I foresee it becoming ingrained within the curriculum at my school. 

