Chestatee Media Center

Collaborative Planning Worksheet

Teacher(s):
Jim Elder
Subjects(s):
6th grade Social Studies
Date(s):
March 10th – March 25th
Period(s): 
1st, 2nd, 3rd
Instructional Objectives and QCC Objectives:

Explore the Wild, Wild West and dispel myths of time period.  Transitions from the Civil War to WW I  QCC’s  include 6.19, 6.30, 6.28, 6.42

Information Literacy Objectives:

1) Students will select a topic and create essential questions to research.
2) Students will correctly document their resources
3) Students will apply search strategies to find information to answer their essential questions.
Overview of Unit:
- Unit begins with a video created by teacher. He’s on horseback and describes the  Wild, Wild West and why Americans went west (Push-Pull effect, Influence of towns and transportation.
- Looked at colorful characters and reasons why they became legendary and some of the myths that surrounded their life.

- Researched a famous person.  Looked at how they became known, the story of their life, etc. Students used encyclopedias, books, and the internet. Written product was a paper about two pages long hand written or one page typed. Research strategy will be a modified I-search process.  Students will use Inspiration to select a topic.  They will use a pre-notetaking sheet to derive essential questions and double-entry draft note-taking to reflect as they answer these questions. Conferencing and warm-up journaling will also be employed.
- Investigated four main Indian tribes of the west and created posters with information obtained.

- Wrote stories and soaked them in tea to make the paper look old

- Read about and discussed how the US transitioned from the brokenness of the Civil War to becoming a World power at the beginning of WW I.

Instructional Procedures and Collaborative Responsibilities:

 (Responsibilities of teacher, and library media specialist)
Teacher: 

1) Introduction of the unit and background knowledge.
2) Work with MS to teach Inspiration software

3) Model with MS how to use the Pre-notetaking worksheet to derive essential questions.

4) Modeling with MS on how to complete Double-entry drafts
5) Conferencing throughout process.  Create conference schedule and provide warm-up journal questions which will allow students to show what they are learning during the process.

6) Evaluate written projects with MS.
Media Specialist: 

1) Work with teacher to teach Inspiration software

3) Model with teacher how to use the Pre-notetaking worksheet to derive essential questions.

4) Modeling with teacher on how to complete Double-entry drafts.

5) Conferencing with students throughout the process.

6) Evaluate written project with teacher
Notes: 

1) Coordinate with LA teachers to teach bibliography and searching strategies to complement SS project

2) Take lead in mini-lessons since it is the teacher’s first experience with the I-search process.

3) Meet with teacher at completion of reevaluate project and roles during collaboration.  Make plans on how roles will be adjusted next time the unit is taught.
Anticipated Resources:

1) Internet- (check for specific sites which will be beneficial)
2) Books – limited number in collection- request more from County Library via interlibrary loan.

3) Encyclopedia- both print and World Book on computer are available.
General Library Media Center Orientation?   Yes or No
Specific Orientation:  Yes
Topic:
1) Bibliography through LA mini-lesson

2) Searching skills- concentrate on what sources will give you what type of information and hints for finding the information.
Does a Public Library Alert form need to be faxed to the public library?   Yes   or   No
Journal for Wild, Wild West Unit

On the curriculum mapping sheet, the project as Mr. Elder originally taught is in black ink.  The changes I would propose are in blue.
Last year the SIT Committee (leadership team) decided that each grade level would complete a research paper since there was no set “research” plan at our school.  The idea at the time is that the sixth grade students would learn the process, and the students would use more critical thinking skills as they progressed through the process in the seventh and eighth grade.  However, somehow the intent became lost between last spring and this year. The sixth grade teachers decided that it would be done through Social Studies, and it would not be integrated with the Language Arts classes.  This really doesn’t make much sense because research skills are a vital part of the Language Arts QCC’s and tested on the CRCT.  The irony is that the LA teachers wanted the media specialist teach research and bibliography skills to their students as independent lessons. This whole situation was wrought with frustrations! So with the above knowledge, I interviewed Mr. Elder on the unit that involved the research process.  The unit itself was fairly quick, covering roughly two weeks.  Forms of government took longer than expected and he was feeling the pressure of CRCT testing looming. The following is the overview of his unit.


-Unit begins with a video created by teacher. He’s on horseback and describes the Wild, Wild West and why Americans went west (Push-Pull effect, Influence of towns and transportation).

- Looked at colorful characters and reasons why they became legendary and some of the myths that surrounded their life.

- Researched a famous person.  Looked at how they became known, the story of their life, etc. Students used encyclopedias, books, and the internet for their information.  Written product was a paper about two pages long hand written or one page typed.

- Investigated four main Indian tribes of the west and created posters with information obtained. Each period put information on the poster.  Other blocks added information, looking for new facts that were not already present.

- Wrote stories and soaked them in tea to make the paper look old.

- Read about and discussed how the US transitioned from the brokenness of the Civil War to becoming a World power at the beginning of WW I.


The video was great!  He was on his horse, in the woods, and dressed in western attire.  He gave a great deal of background information on the reasons that caused westward expansion.  The actual video was about 13 minutes.  It was a great hook that got the kids into the “mode” and discussion spring board.  It was an excellent use of technology. 

The main changes I work toward would be collaboration on the actual research paper.  I would instill parts of the I-search process, but not all parts since he is trying to squeeze this in during a two week time period.

1) He had the students select names from a hat.  I think this is a great place to integrate the I-search process.  After their initial introduction to the Wild, Wild West, I propose using Inspiration to create webs from which students could self-select a facet that are interested in.  I would collaborate with Mr. Elder on using inspiration, walking the first class through the process and being available for support with his other classes.  
2) Next we would work together to teach the students to create essential questions by using the Pre-notetaking worksheet.  I would to model this process by using a topic from government since they have just finished that topic.  I envision working with him for all of his classes for this part of the process.

3) Next I would have them come into the media center and I would give them a mini-lesson on searching and searching strategies. A focus of this lesson will be not only how to search but how different types of sources provide different types of information. I would use this day for pre-reading and getting an idea of the different types of sources they could use.  

4) Double-entry drafts would come next.  I would like to introduce them to the class and have the students use this form as they gather their notes.  The introduction would be as a mini-lesson with examples shown and a walk through using information which would answer one of the government essential questions we developed as we modeled the pre-notetaking worksheet. The emphasis would be on reflecting when they have found information that answers one of the essential questions.

5) I would like to coordinate with Mr. Elder to have a conferencing schedule with the students to make sure that each is on track.  He teaches almost 180 students (6 segments of almost 30 students each), so this will be a large, but essential task.  The journaling component could be through his daily warm-ups.  

6) I will be actively involved with the students and Mr. Elder as they research.  Assisting where needed.

Evaluation would be varied.  On-going evaluation would occur through the conferencing and warm-up journals.  We would also be checking their webs, pre-notetaking sheet and double-entry drafts.  Formal evaluation of the paper would be with a rubric.  At the end, Mr. Elder and I will need to sit down and discussed what was effective and what needs changing, including roles during collaboration.
Since the Social Studies teachers and Language Arts teaching aren’t integrating this project, I would like to be the go-between.  I would coordinate for the LA teachers to bring their classes in so I can teach support skills.  For example when the students are working on their essential questions, I would have them come in to learn bibliography skills.  That way when they research, they can create a bibliography.  I think it is extremely important that middle school students learn to create a bibliography and “to give credit where credit is due” and work with Mr. Elder to have it required in his project.  
Although this is not a true I-search project, I feel that component of the process could greatly increase the literacy skills the students are exposed to as they learn about westward expansion.  I really would like to see the topic selection, student derived essential questions, double-draft entry notes, and conferencing added to this lesson.  I think the students would benefit from learning Inspiration and from tying the research LA mini-lessons with their SS project.  I feel that I can make this process what it was intended to be in the first place.






