DICAMILLO, Kate. Because of Winn-Dixie. Unpaged. Candlewick Press. 2000. 

    Tr $13.52. ISBN 0-7636-1605-2.  LC  99034260.

Gr. 3-6.  Ten year old India Opal Buloni finds herself alone.  Her father, the new pastor at Open-Arms Baptist church, is struggling to be a single father.  Opal’s mom had abandoned them seven years prior, and neither father nor daughter has dealt with their feelings.  India’s life changes when she rescues Winn-Dixie, “a dog with a grin so wide she sneezes”, from the grocery store and an immediate bond forms.  Winn-Dixie is large, smelly, and loveable!! With Winn-Dixie as her ever present companion, India begins to make friends.  Miss Franny Brock, the elderly librarian introduces her to “litmus lozenges” and the idea that everybody has pain in their life.  Miss Gloria Dump, her eccentric and nearly blind new friend, teaches her to accept the “ghost” of her life.  Through her new dog and friends, India finds a place for herself in her new town and peace with her father.  It is an endearing story written through a child’s eyes.  The humor and eccentric characters keep readers of all ages enthralled.  Tracey Kell, Chestatee Middle School, Gainesville, Georgia.
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